Hartmann's operation.
Hartmann's operation for rectal cancer is a term that has been misapplied. Complications have occurred when the rectal stump has been too long and the blood supply has been insufficient for clean healing. That is not what Hartmann described. His procedure was to transect the rectum and to close it at, or below, the peritoneal reflection, which is where the bowel is supplied blood by the inferior hemorrhoidal arteries. The rationale for this approach is discussed.